CHAPTER XIII

WHILE Admiral Rozhdestvensky, after his victorious
engagement on the Dogger Bank, continued his
voyage without, for the present, encountering any more
Japanese torpedo-boats, the Emperor got very busy again
with letters and telegrams to the Tsar over a Russo-
Germanic alliance. France, he now hoped, would by her
treaty obligations be forced to join it, for the English
Press had been strongly protesting against German coaling
stations (Germany being neutral) supplying coal to the
Russian fleet on its way East, and if Japan and England to-
gether took steps to stop this, it would be an unfriendly act
against Russia on the part of two Powers in combination.
The three strongest Continental Powers would thus be
combined against England; this would be a due retri-
bution for her having refused to join Germany and the
Triple Alliance. Such was the main purport of the
Emperor's opening telegram in this section of his corre-
spondence with the Tsar, and, in postscript, as commercial
traveller for German industries, he told him that he
' ought not to forget to order new ships so as to be
ready with some of them when the war is over. They
will be excellent persuaders during the peace negotiations.
Our private firms would be most glad to receive contracts.'
He returned to this subject later: Stettin and Kiel could